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Office Hours 

Mon—Thu:  9am—4pm 

Friday:  9am—1pm  

4 years—Kindergarten 

Kids Catechism 

Room 13/14 

 

1st—2nd Grade 

God’s Top 10 List 

Room 4 

 

3rd—5th Grade 

“Crime and 

Punishment” 

Room 10 

0-3 years 

Childcare is available during both 

services. 

Look for the Nursery sign at the end 

of the hall. 

 

4 years—5th grade 

Children’s Worship 

Children ages 4 years through 5th 

grade are invited! 

(Released with their teachers just 

prior to the sermon.) 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS !  
6:30pm  |  Kids ages 4 years—5th grade 

8:45am Service 

4 year olds—5th grades: Room 4 

 

 

10:30am Service 

4 years—K:  Room 13/14 

1st/2nd grades:  Room 4 

3rd/ - 5th grades:  Room 10 



This week at FRC . . . 
 

TODAY 

Single Senior Ladies Brunch—Margene’s, noon 
 

MONDAY 

Pursuit Prima—FRC Conference Room, 6:30am 

Pursuit Hangout—Activity Center, 3:30pm 
 

TUESDAY 

Men Finishing Strong Bible Study—Conf Rm, 9am 
Nourishing Our Neighbors—Wezeman Hall, 5pm 
Sign up at the Communications Center to help 

serve to those in need of a free meal. 
 

WEDNESDAY 

FRC Office Closed 

No Women of the Word Bible Studies 

No Fostering Fellowship Meal 

Choir Practice—Sanctuary, 6pm 
No Regular Wednesday Night Activities 
2nd Annual Pursuit Movie Night—Activity Cntr, 6pm 
 

THURSDAY 

FRC Office Closed 

Thanksgiving Worship Service—10am 
 

FRIDAY 

FRC Office Closed 
 

Coming Up . . . 
 

SUNDAY 11/29 

Coffee House 

with Josh & Sarah Snodgrass—7pm 
Sign up for childcare at the Communications 

Center. 
 

FRIDAY 12/4 

Senior Christmas Sing-A-Long—6:30pm 
Sign up at the Communications Center. 
 

SUNDAY 12/6 

Whidbey Island Community Orchestra 

Holiday Concert—3pm 

PURSUIT 
(middle & high school students) 

 
“PRIMA” 

Mondays, 6:30-7am, Conference Room 
 

Hangout—Mondays @ 3:30pm 
 

WEDNESDAY PURSUIT 
2ND ANNUAL MOVIE NIGHT! 

6-9pm, Activity Center 
Bring a snack, a drink and a friend! 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING ON 12/16! 
Dress to be outside! 

 

New Members Class 
Saturday, January 9, 9am—1pm 
Talk to Marty about attending! 

  

Marty Fredrick, Pastoral Resident/Youth Director 
978.473.3616 | marty@frcoh.org 



Time + Community = Wisdom 
By Michael S. Horton, editor-in-chief, Modern Reformation Magazine 
 

Ever notice how the latest fad seems to have a shelf life of 

a year or two? It’s true even of our worship songs. The 

shocking novelty of introducing “I Wish We’d All Been 

Ready,” or other choruses from the Jesus Movement, into a 

worship service has worn off and rock bands are now 

“traditional worship.” “I Keep Falling in Love With 

Him” (Jesus, that is) might be heard in Christian nursing 

homes today, but younger generations haven’t even 

heard of the song. That’s probably as it should be. In 1924 

in The Illustrated London News, G. K. Chesterton put it well: 
 

The whole modern world has divided into conservatives 

and progressives. The business of progressives is to go on 

making mistakes. The business of conservatives is to prevent 

mistakes from being corrected. 
 

On one hand, conservatives seem to think that novelty is 

inherently wrong. The older is always best. Of course, that 

can’t be true, as we see even in church history: first, 

because the “older” is only prior to one’s own existence; 

and second, because wrong turns have been made by 

other sinners in the past. Pelagianism and Arianism are very 

old heresies. Out of nostalgia for the old, many have fled a 

recklessly “progressive” Protestantism for “Rome Sweet 

Rome” or the churches of the East. Before long, however, 

Camelot fades and they realize they’re just in another 

situation full of compromise where wisdom is needed. 
 

In actual practice, history moves more organically—the 

new grows out of the old. The wiser in any age evaluate 

whatever it is, “old” or “new,” in the light of something that 

transcends these categories. For example, taken as a 

whole, Charles Wesley’s hymns may be richer both 

musically and theologically than a lot of praise choruses 

today. Nevertheless, there are hundreds of decent hymns 

he wrote that never made it into hymnals. Doubtless, some 

of our more contemporary songs will survive our genera-

tion. 

But the key is time. Discernment takes time and a lot of 

godly input spanning generations. It is the consensus of 

believers in churches over a few generations that weeds 

out the less edifying songs. If staying with the familiar (no 

matter how bad it may be) is the tendency of a 

conservative temperament, then the ideal of creativity and 

novelty—as an end in itself—becomes destructive of long 

conversations. 
 

You don’t get healthy with fad diets and exercise 

gimmicks, or become a craftsperson from YouTube clips. 

There are no shortcuts to what we desire most. Far from 

being the enemy of excellence, affirming the everyday 

assumes there is a goal worthy enough to invest in over the 

long haul. It counsels patient attentiveness when we’d just 

as soon cut corners. 
 

Wisdom challenges our youthful restlessness without 

quenching its zeal. It does not reduce the faith to a few 

important doctrines or offer a menu of options for creating 

one’s own. Biblical wisdom comes to us not as much from 

living elders or even past famous voices, as from a 

consensus where extreme views are reined in, and 

faith and practice are woven into a single bolt of fabric. 
 

We need to recover not only sound doctrine but also 

sounder practices that serve to deepen us—and 

succeeding generations—in the new creation God has 

called into being. We need to learn how to grow like a 

tree, not like a forest fire. 
 

Michael Horton is the J. Gresham Machen 

professor of apologetics and systematic 

theology at Westminster Seminary California 

(Escondido, California), host of the White Horse 

Inn, national radio broadcast, and editor-in-

chief of Modern Reformation magazine.  
 

This article originally appeared in the Nov./

Dec. 2015 edition of Modern Reformation and 

is reprinted with permission. For more 

information about Modern Reformation, visit 

www.modernreformation.org or call 

(800) 890-7556. All rights reserved.  


