
This Week at FRC . . . 
 

TODAY 

Single Senior Ladies Lunch—Margene’s, noon (Potluck) 
Guests:  Jacob & Aileen Tedrow 
 

TUE, MAY 23 

Men Finishing Strong Bible Study—Conference Room, 9am 

Nourishing Our Neighbors—Wezeman Hall, 5pm 
Sign up at the Connect Desk to serve free meals to the hungry. 

MDO Preschool Graduation—FRC Sanctuary, 6:30pm 

Choir Practice—6:30pm 
 

WED, MAY 24 

Women’s Bible Studies—FRC Lobby, 9:30am 

Midweek Prayer—Sanctuary, 5pm 

Midweek Meal—Wezeman Hall, 5:30pm 

Midweek Classes for ages 0—5th grade—6:30pm 

• Women’s Bible Study: Fruits of the Spirit (Overflow Room) 

• Marks of a Healthy Church:  The Great Commission 

(Conference Room) 
 

THU, MAY 25 

Men Working Bible Study—Whidbey Coffee (SR 20), 6:30am 

Worship Team Practice—Sanctuary, 6:30pm 
 

FRI, MAY 26 

Theology on Tap—Alfy’s Pizza, 7pm 

For more info on everything 

happening at FRC visit:  www.frcoh.org 

GROW COMMUNITY IN AN UPROOTED WORLD 
By Meredith Reichmann 

 

My husband is in the 

Navy. When we were 

married, I asked a friend 

of mine, the wife of a 

retired pilot, for advice 

on living life well in a 

military family. Without 

skipping a beat, she said, 

“Bloom where you are 

planted.” 
 

When we moved to 

Whidbey Island in the middle of Puget Sound in 2007, we had no friends 

or family close by, and we expected to stay for only three years. With 

the wise words of my friend in my heart, we quickly set to work, planting 

ourselves into the local church, making connections in Bible studies and 

home groups, and participating in the life of the larger community. 
 

Within the year, we had laid down roots. Not only had we begun to 

bloom, we had begun to bear fruit. When the time came to choose new 

orders, we chose a set that allowed us to stay on the island. I was so 

proud of myself—I had grasped the meaning of “planting” and 

“blooming.” 
 

But as life progressed, I realized I had only begun to scratch the surface. 

Friends we had grown to love moved away. Some of our friends died. 

New ones came, and we struggled to find a way to fit them around the 

holes that the others had left. We endured long deployments that 

required us to tap into new relationships. We had to find the balance 

between casting our roots wide and digging deep. 
 

Planting and blooming make up the hard work of life itself. It goes back 

to Genesis: “Get out of your country, from your family and from your 

father’s house, to a land that I will show you. ... I will bless you and ... you 

shall be a blessing” (Genesis 12:1-2, NKJV). God’s words to Abram reveal 

that God is the planter and desires for us to grow deep roots in the soil 

where we are placed. God may not always plant us in a far country—

the soil of your planting may be more of circumstance than of 

geography—but the purpose is always the same, that God might bless 

you so you may be a blessing. 
 

We must embrace the planting and press on to bloom. 

 

 
 

This article appears in the current issue of “RCA Today” - a magazine that shares 

stories of God’s transforming work in the Reformed Church in America to encour-

age, connect and inspire.  Email updates@rca.org for your free subscription. 



Order of Worship 
 

 

Prelude 

 

Song         “Have Thine Own Way” 
 

Welcome & Passing the Peace 

 

Community Life 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Song         “Praise Him, Praise Him” 
 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance 

 

Songs    “Breathe On Me Breath of God/ 

         Spirit of the Living God” 

 

Sermon       Pastor Matt Waite 

“The Comforter Has Come” 

John 14:15-21 
 

Prayers of the People 

 

Offering           “Holy Spirit Have Your Way” 
              

Song            “I Surrender All”
             

Benediction 

 

Postlude 

First Reformed Church 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 

8:45am Service* 

*For 10:30am Service, see other side 

Order of Worship 
 

 

Gathering Song    “Lord Reign in Me” 
 

Welcome & Passing the Peace 

 

Community Life 

 
Children ages 4 years—5th grade are invited to FRC Kids 

 

Call to Worship 

 

Song           “Forever” 
 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance 

 

Song        “Holy Spirit” 

 

Sermon       Pastor Matt Waite 

“The Comforter Has Come” 

John 14:15-21 
 

Prayers of the People 

 

Offering           “Holy Spirit Have Your Way” 
 

Song             “O Praise the Name” 
 

Benediction 
 

Reprise 

First Reformed Church 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 

10:30am Service* 

*For 8:45am Service, see other side 


