
This Week at FRC . . . 
 

TODAY 

Single Senior Ladies Lunch—Margene’s, Noon  
Bring your own lunch. 
 

TUE, JUN 27 

Men Finishing Strong Bible Study—Conference Room, 9am 

Nourishing Our Neighbors—Wezeman Hall, 5pm 
Sign up at the Connect Desk to serve free meals to the hungry. 
 

WED, JUN 28 

Midweek Prayer—Overflow Room, 5pm 
 

THU, JUN 22 

Men Working Bible Study—Whidbey Coffee (SR 20), 6:30am 

Worship Team Practice—Sanctuary, 6:30pm 
 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS:  MON - THU | 9AM - 1PM 

 

Pastor Matt sent the following Prayer Prompter by email this week: 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Please join me in prayer for the following: 
 

--Joyce Rip's Memorial Service will be held on Friday, June 30 at 

2pm at the Christian Reformed Church.  Joyce is mother to Jeff 

Rip and Launa Riepma. 
 

We give thanks for Joyce's life and the many people God 

touched through her.  We mourn with Jeff and Launa and all the 

many friends and family who will miss keeping Joyce's company 

until we see her again. 
 

--Elayne Larson fell and broke her hip last week.  Pat O'Dell also 

broke her leg near her hip.  Both are currently at Fidalgo rehab 

and expect to be there for the next couple of weeks.  They enjoy 

receiving cards and letters! 
 

We pray for healing for Elayne and Pat.  We pray that they are 

comforted by God's assurance that they are never alone and He 

never stops loving them.  We pray that God continues to use 

Elayne and Pat as witnesses to His goodness. 
 

--We give thanks that Micah Scott's dental surgery Thursday went 

better than expected!  We pray for rapid healing for Micah's 

mouth, patience for the recovery, and effective pain medication! 
 

--We continue to pray for Mark and Jan Cichowski who are on a 

medical mission trip in the Bahamas and for the Mexico Mission 

trip coming up on July 21-31.  We pray that God will grant sight to 

the blind through the work of Mark and Jan.  We pray for protec-

tion for them from Satan's attacks and obstacles.  We pray they 

will be encouraged by the many who care and love them and 

are praying for them while they are away from us. 
 

We pray that God prepares the Mexico Mission Team to be 

ambassadors of reconciliation.  That God would draw this team 

together in unity and care and prepare the way for them to 

spread good news in Oaxaca, Mexico! 
 

Peace to you, 

Pastor Matt  

For more info on everything 

happening at FRC visit:  www.frcoh.org 

Do you still have a few baby bottles 

at home?  Even though the Baby 

Bottle Boomerang has ended, the 

Pregnancy Care Clinic still needs 

those bottles back (full or empty!) to 

use next year!  Thanks for bringing 

them in!  
 

There will be classes this August for 

those interested in membership at 

FRC.  If you’re interested in becom-

ing a member or want to learn what 

membership at FRC means, please 

add your name to the signup sheet 

at the Connect Desk in the Lobby or 

email Jacob Tedrow at jacob@frcoh.org. 

mailto:jacob@frcoh.org?subject=Membership%20class
mailto:jacob@frcoh.org?subject=Membership%20class


PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE—GENERAL SYNOD UPDATE 
 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so 

that you love each other, love one another deeply, from the 

heart.”  1 Peter 1: 22 

It was my pleasure to go to Holland, MI for a week from June 7-13 

for the RCA’s annual gathering of delegates from around the 

US!  I was one of two pastors and four total delegates from 

“Classis Cascades” in the Pacific Northwest. 

The meeting  was full of long days of committee meetings and 

floor debates, as well as special worship services and honorary 

gatherings.  Events started at 7am and usually did not end until 

10pm! 

There was far too much business considered to go over in one 

writing, but if you are interested in more detail, please go 

to rca.org where the meeting is recapped thoroughly! 

Some general impressions: 

• FRC Oak Harbor is part of a rich, histori-

cal, relational group of churches!  By far 

the biggest highlight for me was seeing 

many friends I haven’t seen in years and 

quickly renewing acquaintances.  The 

bond of a common understanding and 

worship of God is strong and has real-

world consequences of encouragement, 

acceptance, and love!  The “theme” of 

the meeting was unity as described in 1 

Peter.  It was edifying to study 1 Peter in 

the meeting, but also to see how we love 

each other deeply and sincerely, from the heart, in the laughs, 

smiles and hugs shared over dinner and at breaks. 

I was pleasantly surprised at how the Holy Spirit used this 

gathering to renew my spirit and remind me, through the body 

of Christ, of the sense of belonging that comes with the gospel 

of Jesus Christ!  I wish I could take you there so you could 

experience the benefits of being a part of the RCA! 

• The theme of unity was explored in many ways—one most 

intriguing way was how we can maintain unity even when we 

disagree (sometimes passionately).  Toward that end, Richard 

Mouw, a famous Reformed Christian and former president of 

Fuller Seminary, gave an excellent address titled, “Can We Be 

Reformed and Civil at the Same Time?”  You can find a 

summary here:  https://www.rca.org/news/richard-mouw-

speaks-about-convicted-civility 

• I continue to be impressed with the RCA’s 

recent emphasis on youth!  One of the most 

impactful resolutions passed was one that 

funds 20 full year placements for young 

people to serve with RCA Missionaries this 

coming year, 40 placements the year after, 

and 60 placements the year after that!  The 

Reformed Church in America has always 

had a special place for the discipleship and 

spiritual development of young people.  If a 

young person needs funds, prayer, or other 

support in pursuing a call from God AND 

they ASK for support they will be pleased with the response they 

receive in my experience!  You can read more about this 

initiative here:  https://www.rca.org/news/synod-president-

urges-rca-focus-its-mission 

• The most intense floor debate was about an interpretation of 

the Heidelberg Catechism.  Yes, the Heidelberg Catechism 

was debated in 2017!  Awesome!  The final reading of the 

declaration that passed easily is:  “the Heidelberg Catechism 

in Q&A 108 and 109 categorically states that God condemns 

all ‘unchastity,’ which includes same-sex sexual activity… faith-

ful adherence to the RCA’s Standards, therefore, entails the af-

firmation that marriage is between one man and one woman.” 

I was proud to support this declaration and proud of our de-

nomination for making a statement that is clearly unpopular in 

our American culture!  At the same time, I recognize that there 

are devoted Christians who feel strongly that this statement 

isolates gay people.  We do not wish to isolate and condemn 

gay people!   We want “all people” to come to church to hear 

the gospel and meet Jesus Christ.  (1 Timothy 2:4)  Holding to 

the traditional understandings of God’s Word brings blessing to 

us as a people, though.  The RCA is united 

by a common, historical understanding of 

what God’s Word says.  It was edifying to 

see this played out on a big stage! 

I am encouraged and blessed to be a part 

of the Reformed Church in America.  I pray 

that Christ upholds us and continues to use 

us as broken vessels made effective in His 

healing sacrifice! 
 

Who’s with me? 
 

Peace to you, Pastor Matt 

https://www.rca.org/news/general-synod-2017-news-summary
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Order of Worship 
 

 

Gathering Song           “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 
 

Welcome & Passing the Peace 

 
Children ages 4 years—entering 1st grade 

are invited to Children’s Worship 

 

Community Life 

 

Call to Worship    

 

Song          “My Jesus I Love Thee” 
 

Prayer of Confession & Words of Assurance 

 

Song               “Still My Soul Be Still” 
 

Sermon       Pastor Matt Waite 

The Book of Esther:  Appearances Are Fickle 

Chapter 2 
 

Offering 

 

Baptism 

 

Song         “Victory In Jesus” 
 

Benediction 
 

Reprise 

First Reformed Church 
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